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PARLIAMENT 


$S your Order for my Preach- 
ing, perſwaded me you meant 
$=> attentruely to bear; ſo your 


Order for my publiſhing this Sermon, 


perſwaded me that you will vouchſafe 
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mo confſiderately to read it. ( For you 
would -not command me to publiſh"th 
or-'others., that which was prepared 
for, and ſuited to your ſelves.) VV hich 
ſetond favour if 1 may obtain , eſpeci- 
ally of. thoſe that need moſt to hear the 
dotlrine of Repentance, I ſhall hope 
that the Authority of the heavenly Ma- 
Jeſty, the great concernment of the ſub4 
eft, and the evidence of Reaſon, and © | 
piercing beams of ſacred verity, may 
yet. make a deeper impreſaon on your 
ſouls, and promote that neceſſary work 
of Helineſs-, the fruits whereof would 
be. effettual remedies -to theſe diſeaſed 
N ations, and would conduce to your 
own everlaſting.joy. © Shall I think it 
were preſumption for me to "7 for-fo 
high a reward for ſo. ſhort- a labour ? Qr 


ſhall 


F 
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\ſhall'I think it were uncharitableneſs not 

to hope for 1t * That here is nothing but 

plain Engliſh,” without any of thoſe Or- 

naments, that are by many thought ne- 
ceſſary , to make ſuch diſcourſes grateful 
to ingenuous curious auditors, proceeded 
not only from my preſent want of ad- 
vantages for ſtudy ( having and uſmg 
| 70 book but a Bible and a Concordance, 
| : but alſo from the humbling and ſerious 

1 nature of the work+ of P. - day : and” 
from my own inclination , leſs affeting 
ſuch ornaments in ſacred diſcourſes, then 
i formerly I have done. Its averygreat 
honour that God and you have put npon 

me, to conclude ſo ſolemn a day of prayer, 

which was anſwered the next morning, 

by your ſpeedy, and cheerful, and unam- 
mous acknowledgement of his «£M ajeſties 
authority. 


—_ 


ailthority. «ay I but have the ſecond yÞ\ 
part, to promote yoar ſalvation, and the * 
happineſs of this Land, by your confide. * 
ring and obeying theſe neceſſary Truths, 
what greater honour could I expett on 
earth Or how could you more oblige me 
to remain 


A daily Petitioner to Heaven 
for theſe mercies,on your own 


and the Nations behalf, 


Rich. Baxter. 
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Then ſhall y e remember your own evil wayes, and your 
doings that were not 200d, and ſhall loath your ſelves in 
your own ſight, for your iniquities, and for your abo- 
minations. 


*z HE words area part of Gods Prog- 
noſticks of the Jews reſtoration, 
whoſe dejedtion he had before deſcri- 
bed. Their diſeaſe begun within, and 
there God promiſeth to work the 
cure, Their captivity was but the 
fruit of their voluntary captivity to fin 4 and their 
grief of heart, was but the fruit of their hardneſs of 

B ; heart ; 
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heart , and thcir ſharpeſt ſ#fferings,of their foul polly- 


tions ; and therefore God promiſeth a methodical 


Cure even tO take away their old and ſtony heart, and 
cleanſe them from their filthyneſs, and fo ro eaſe them 
by the removing of the cauſe, How far , and when 


this promiſe was to be made good to the Jews, as 
Nationally conſidered , is a matter that requires a 


longer diſquifition then my limited hour will allow: 


and the decifionof that caſe is needleſs, as ro my 
preſent end and work, Thar this is part of the Go- 


ſpel- Covenant, and applicable to us B-lievers now, 


the Holy-Ghoſt in the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews hath 
aſſured us, 

The Text is the deſcription of the Repentance of 
the people, in which the beginning of their recovery 
doth conſiſt, and by which the reſ# muſt be artraineo, 
T ke evil which they Repent of is, in genera), all their 
iniquities, but eſpecially their 7dolatry., called their 
abominations. Their Repentance is forc-told, as it is in 


the underſtanding and thoughts, andas in the will and. 
affefions. In the former irs called [ Remembring 


their own evil wayes | In the latter ics called [ Loaths 
ing themſelves in their own fight, for their iniquities and 
abominations, ] Montanus tranſlates it {| Reprebabits 
jp vos] but in c. 20; wv. 43. [ faſtidietis vos ] The 


ſame ſenſe is intended by the other verſtons: When: 


the Srptuagint tranſlates it by [ diſþlerſure ] and the 


Chaldee by. [ groaning ] and. the Syriack .by | #he- 
wrinkling of the face ] and the Sept. inc. 204 43+ by, 


[ ſmiting ea the face: ] the Arabick here perverts the 


fenſe, by turning all to Negatives | ye ſhall not, &c. ] 


yetinc.20.43,.he turns ut by [the tearing of thy 


face,]. 
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face. ] I have purpoſely choſen a Text, that needs 
no long explication, that in obedience co the fere- 
ſeen ſtraits of time, I may be excuſed from that part, 
-and be more on the more neceſſary. This Obſervati- 
on contains the mearing-of the Text, which by 
Gods aſſiſtance, I ſhall now inſiſt on : vis, 

The Remembring of their own iniquities, and lnathing 
themſelve; for them, & the ſign of a Repenting people, 
and the Prognoſtick of their Reftoration, ( So far as deli- 
verance may be here expected. ) 

\ For the opening of which, obſervetheſe things 
following. | 

2, Itis notall kind of | Remembring ] that will 
prove you penttent. Theimpenitent Remember their 
fin that they may commit it : They remember ir 
with love, defire and delight : The Heart of the 
worldling goeth afcer his aery or carthen idol : The 
heait of the Ambitious feederh on his vain-glory, 
and the peoples breath: And the filrhy Fornicator is 
delighred inthe thoughts of the obje& and exerciſe 
of his luſt. Bur ic is a. Remembring, 1* From a deep 
conviction of the evil and odiouſneſs of fin; 2* And 
with abhorrence and ſelt-loathing , $3* Thar leadeth 
tdareſolved and vigilant forſaking, that is the proof 
of true Repentance, and the Prognoſtick of a peoples 
reſtoration. 

2. And ir is not all ſelf- l>athing that will ſignifie 
true Repentance. For thereis a ſelf-loathing of the 
Deſperate and the. daxwned ſoul, that abhorreth it ſelf, 
. and teareth and tormenreth it (elf, and cannot be re» 
ſtrained from ſelf- revenge, when ir finds that it hath 
wilfully, fooliſhly and obſtinaccly been irs own de- 
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ſtroyer : Bur the ſelf- loathing of the truly penitent; 
hath theſe following properties. 

1. It proceedeth from the predominant Loye of 
God,, whom we have abuſed and offended : The 
more we Love him, the-more we /oath- what is con- 
trary to him. 

3, It is much exciced by the obſervation and ſenſe 
of: his exceeding mercies, and is conjunt with Gras 
titude, 

3. Ic continueth and encreafeth under the greateſt 
aſfurance of forgiveneſs, and ſenſe of love ; and dy- 
eth not when we think we are out of danger, 

4. It-containeth a Loathing of fin as fin (and a 
Love of Holineſs as ſuch) and not only a love of caſe - 
and peace,.and.a loathing of fin as:the cauſe of 
ſuffering, . 

5, It reſolveth the ſoul -againſt* returning to its 
former courſe, and reſolveth ir for an entire devoted- 
neſs to God for the time to come. 

6, It: deeply engagech the penitent in a confi 
againſt the fleſh, and maketh him viRorious ; and 
ſerteth him ro workin a life of tholineſs as his trade 
and principal buſineſs inthe world. 

7- It bringeth him to a de/:gbt in God and holi- 
neſs; and a delight in himſelf, ſo far as he findeth 
God, and Heaven, and Holineſs within him : Hecan 
with ſome comfort and content own himſelf and 
his converſation ,: ſo far as God ( victorious againſt 
bis carnal ſelf) appeareth in him. For as heloverth 
Chriſt inthe reft.of his members, ſo muſt he in him- 
fetf. And this is it that ſelf-loathizng doth prepare for- 
© Thi. muſt be the ſelf loathing that muſt afford. yow 
"y | comfott,, 
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comfort , as a penitent people inthe way to reſtora- 
tion. 

Where you fce it is implyed, that materially 
it containeth} theſe common ads, 1, Accuſing and 
Condemning thoughts againſt our ſelves. Ir is ajudg- 
ing of our ſclves, and makes uscall our ſelves with: 
Paul, fooliſh, Jiſobedicnt, deceived, yea mad ( as Afts 
26.11.) and with Davidtoſay, I have done fooliſh- 
ly, 2 Sam. 24.10. 2.1 comaineth a deep diſtaſte , 
and diſpleaſure with! our ſelves; and a heart-rifmng 
- againſt our ſelves, 3. As alſo an holy indignation 
againſt our felves ; as apprehending that we have 
playd the enemies to our (elves and God. 4. And ir 
poſſeſſcth us with grief and trouble at ourmiſcarriages: 
Sothart a ſoul in this condition is fick' of 4it ſelf, and 
vexed with ts ſelf-procured woe: 

2+ Note alſo, that when ſelf- loathing.proceedeth 
from. meer convittien, and: is without the Love of: 
God and holineſs, ir is but the tormeztey of the ſoul, 
and runs it deeper into fin : provoking men here to 
deſtroy their lives ; and in hell it-is the never dying 
worm, . - 

3- Note alſo, that ir is [ #hemſelves 7] that they 
are ſaid to /oath- : becaule it is owr ſelves that conſcis - 
ence hath to da with, as witneſs and as judze : It is 
owr ſelves that are naturally neareſt'to our ſelves ;, and 
our own affairs that we are moſt concerned #», . It is 
our ſelves that muſt have the Joy or Torment : and 
therefore it: is our own ations and eſtate that 'we ' 
have firſt to mind. Though yet as Magiſtrates , Mi- 
niſters, and neighbours, we muſt next mind others, 


and muſt loath iniquity wherever we mect it ; and 2 
| B. 3; vile: 


"6 


—— 


4 Sermon of 'Repentance. 


——— 


wile perſon muſt be contemned in our eyes , while we he- 


nour them that fear the Lord, Plal 15. 4, | 

And as by Nature, ſo in the Commandment , God 
hath given to every man the firſt and principal care 
and charge of himſelf, and his own ſalvation , and 


.conſequently of his own wayes. So that we may with 


leſs ſulpition loath opr ſelves,then others; and are more 


.pbliged to doir, 


4. Note allo, that it is not for our troubles, or our 
diſgrace, or our bodily deformities or infirmities , or 
for our poveity and want, that penitents are ſaid to 
loath themſelves : But for their iniquities and abomi- 
#ations. For 1® this loathing is a kind of Fuſtice done 
upon our ſelves ; and therefore is exerciſed not for 
meer ixfelicities, bur for crimes, Conſcience keeperh 
in its own Court, and medleth bur with moral evils, 
which we are conſcious of. 2* And allo it is fin that 
is loathed by God, and makes the, creature /osthſom in 
his eyes : And Repentance conformerh the foul to 
God, and therefore cauſeth us to {oath as he doth,and 
on hs grounds. And 3® there is no Evil but ſin, and 
that which fin procureth. And therefore it is for ſin 
that the'penitent /oaths himſelf. 

5. Note alſo, thatitis here implyed, that till Re- 
pentance , there was none of this Remembring of ſin, 
and Loathing of themſelvs. They begin with our 
converfion , and ( as fore-deſcribed ) are proper to 
the truly penitent. For ( to conſider chem diftin- 
ly) 1* The defuded ſoul that is bewitched by its 
own concupiſcence, is ſo taken up with Remembring 
of his fleſhly pleaſares, and his allawring objetts, and his 
honours , and his earthly buſineſſes and ſtore , _ he 
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fooliſh odious fin , and the wrong that he is doing to 
God and,co himſelf, Death is oblivious : and Sleep 
hach bur a diſt;ated uncff:Qual menory,that ſtirreth 
not the buſte dreamer from his pillow, nor diſpa-ch- 
eth any of the work he dreams of, And.the gacon- 
verted are aſlzepand dead in fin. The crowd of cares 
and worldly bnſinefſes , and the tumblenons noiſe of 
fooliſh ſports, and other ſenſual paſſi»ns and Celights, 
gotake up the minds of the anconyerted , and turn 
them from the obſervation of the things of greateſt 
everlaſting conſequence. They have a memory for 
fin and the fleſh, ro which they are al:ve burnor for 
things ſpiritua] and ercrnal, ro which they are dead. 
They R:member not God himſelf 2s God,” with ary 
effcuil remembrance : God is not in all their thonzhts, 
Plalm 10. 4. They live as without him in the world, 
Eph, 2.12. Andit they remember not God, they can- 
not remember fin as fin, whoſe malignity lyeth in its 
oppoſition to the Will and Holizeſs of God. They 
forget themſelves , and therefore muſt reeds forger 
their {infulncls : Als, they remember not ( effe» 
ually and ſavingly ) what they are, and why they were 
made , and what they are daily nouriſhed and preſerved 
for , and waat buſineſs they have ro do here in the 
world. They forget that they have ſouls to fave or 
loſe 3 char mult live in endleſs joy or torment : you 
may ſee by their careleſs and ungodly lives,thatthey 
forget it. You may hear by their carnal frothy ſpeech, 
that they forget ir,” And h:that remembreth not him- 


felf,, remembreth not his ewn-concernments.  They- 
forger the exdio which they, tend + The life _ 
\ | theyy 


hath no mind or room for the Remembring of his 
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they muſt live for ever, The macters everlaſting 
( whoſe greatneſs and daration , one would think 
ſhould ſocommand the mind of man, and take v 

all his choughts and cares, in deſpight of all thelictle 
crifling matters that would avercthem,that we ſhould 
think almoſt of nothing elſe; yer ) theſe, even theſe, 
that nothing but deadneſs or madneſs (ſhould make a 
reaſonable creature to forget , are daily forgotten by 
the unconverced foul, or uncffcRually remembred, 
Many a time have I admired, that men of reaſon 
that are here today, and in endleſs joy or miſery to 
moxrow, ſhould be able to forget ſuch unexpreſſible. 
concernments ! Me thinks they ſhould eafier forget 
ro riſe, or dreſs themſelves, or to car, or drink, or any 
thing, then to forget an endle(s life , which is ſo un- 
doubredly certain, and ſoxear, A man that hath a 
canſerto be heard to morrow, in which his life or ho- 
nour is concerned, cannot forget it + A wretch that is 
condemned to die to morrow, cannot forget it, And 
yer poor finners,that are continually uncertain to live 
an hour , and certain ſpeedily to ſee the Majeſty of 
the Lord , to their unconceivable-joy or terrour, as 
ſure as now they live on carch,can forget rheſe things 
for which they have their memory ; and which one 
would think ſhould drownthe matters of this world, 
as the report of a Canon doth a whiſper , or as the 
Sun obſcureth the pooreſt glow-worm. O wonder- 
fol ſtupidiry of an unrencwed ſoul ! O wonderful 
folly and diſtratedneſs of the ungodly ! That ever 
men.cax forget, I ſay again, that they cas forged, cter- 
nal joy , erernal woe, and the eternal God, and the. 
place of their crernal unchangeable abode , when 


they 
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they ſtand even at the door, ard ate paſſing in, and 
there is but the thin vail of Acſh between them and 
that amazing ſight, that eternal gulf z and they are 
daily dying, and even ſtepping in. 'O could you 
keep your honours here for ever; could you ever wear 
that gay attire , and gratifie your fleſh with meats , 
and drii/xs , and ſports, and luſts; could you ever 
keep your rule and dignity , or your earthly life i 
any ſtate, you had ſome /ittle por excuſe for not re- 
membring the etcroal things , (as % man hath , that 
preferieth his candle b: fore the Sun: ) But when 
deattris near and intxorible, and you are ſure to dic 
as you are ſure you live; when every man of you 
that ſircerh-in theſe ſears ro day can fſay', [ 1 muſt 
ſhortly be in another world, where all the pomp and plea- 
ſure of this world will be forgotten, or remembred but us 
my ſin and folly ] one would think it were impoſſible 
for any of you to be ungodly; and tro Remember the 
trifles and nothings of the world , while you forget 
that everlafing Al, whole reality, neceſſity , magni- 
rude, excellency, concerament and duration, are 
lkch, as ſhould rake up all the powers of your ſouls, 
and continually command the ſervice and attendance 
of your thoughts , againſt all Seekers, and con- 
temptible competicors whatloever, Bur,alas, though 
you have the greateſt helps (inſublerviiacy to theſe 
commanding objeRs) yet will you not Remember the 
matters which alone deſerve Remembrance. Some- 
times the Preachers of the Goſpel'do call on you to 
Remember z, to Remember your God, your ſouls , your 
Saviour, yourends and everlaſting ſtate , and to re- 
member your miſdoings, that = may /oath your ſelves, 
an 
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and in Returning may find Jife : Bur ſome either 
ſcorn them , or quarrel with them, or ſleep under 
their moſt ſerious and importunate ſolicitations, or 
careleſly and ſtupidly give them the hearing , as if 
they ſpoke but words of courſe , or treated about 
unce;tain things, and ſpoke not to them fromthe 
God of heaven, and about the things that every 
man. of you ſhall very ſhortly. ſee or feel. Some- 
time you are Called on by the voice of conſcience | 
within, to remember the unreaſonableneſs and evil of 
your wayes : Butconſcience is ſilenced, becauſe it 
will not be conformable to your laſts. Bur little do 
youthink whata part your too-late-awakened con- 
ſcience hath yer to play , if you give it not amore 
ſober hearing in time. Sometime the voice of com- 
mon calamities, and National or local judgements do 
call on you.to Kemember the evil of your wayes : 
But that which is ſpoken to {/, or many, doth ſeem 
to moſt of themas{poken unto xoxe. Sometirhe the 
voice of particular judgements , ſeizing upon. your fa-- 
milies, perſons or eſtates, doth call on you to remem- 
ber the evil of your wayes : And one would think 
the rod ſhould make you hear. And yet youmoſt! 
diſregardfully go on, or are only frightened into a 
few good purpoſes and promiſes, that die when : 
healch and proſperity revive, . Sometime God joyn- 
eth all theſerogether,, and- pleaderth both by word ' 
and rod, and addeth alſo the inward pleadings of his 
Spirit - He ſets your ſins in order before you , Pſalm 
50. 21, and expoſtulacech with you che cauſe of 
his abuſed love, deſpiſed Soveraignty 2nd provoked 
Juſtice and ask«th the poor finner, Haft taou done 
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well co waſte thy life in vanity 2 to ſervethy fi.ſh ** 
to forget thy God, thy ſoul, thy happineſs 2 andio 
thruſt his ſervice into corners, and give him but the 
odious leavings of the fleſh? ] Bur theſe pleas of 
God cannot be heard. O horrible impicty '! by his 
own creatures | by reaſonable creatures (that world 
ſcorn to be called fools or mad men) the God of 
heaven cannot be heard. The bruſh, paſſicnate, furi- 
ous ſinners , will not Remember, They will not Re- 
member, what they have done, and with whom it is 
that they have to do, and what God thinks and ſaith 
of men \n their cond tion; an. whither ir is that the 
fleſh will lead them 2 and what will be the freit and 
end of all their lufts and vanities * and how they 
will loot back on all at laſt ? and whether an holy or a 
ſenſual lite will be (weereſt to a dying man 2 and 
what judgement it is that they wi!'l all be of, in the 
controverſie b:tweenthe fleſh and ſpirit, ar the later 
end. Though they have life, andtime, and reaſon 
for theſe uſes, we cannot enttea.e them, to conſider 
| of theſe things in time, If our lives lay on it, as 
their ſalvation, whichis more, lycth onic, we cannor 
intreare them. If we ſhould kneel ro them, and 
with tears beſcechthem , bur once a day , or once 2 
week, 20 beſtow one hour in ſerious conſideration of 
their latter end, and the everlaſting ſtate of Saints 
and ſinners , and of the equity of the holy wayes of 
God , andthe iniquity of their own , we cannot pre- 
vail with them, Till che God of heaven doth over- 
rule them, we cannet prevail, The witneſs that we 
are forc't-ro bear, is ſad : Itis ſad to us : bur it will 
be ſadder to theſe rebels, that ſhall one day _ 
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«that God will not be.out-faced ; and that they may 
ſooner ſhake the ſable earth, and darkenthe Sun by 
their reproaches , . then. out-brave: the Judge of 
all the world, or by all their cavils, wranglings 


or {corns, . eſcape the hands. of his revenging Ju-- © - 


ſtice,. 

Bur if ever the Lord will ſave theſe ſouls,he will 
bring.their miſdoings to their remembrance. He 
will make themthink:of that, .which they were ſo 
lothtothink on. You cannot zow- abide theſe tro 
bling , and ſevere-meditations : .The thoughts of 
God, and Heaven, and Hel], the thoughts of your 
fins, and of your dutics , are melancholly unwel- 
come thoughts to you. - But O. that you could fore- 
know the thoughts that you ſhall have of all theſe 
things ! Even the proudeſt, {cornful, hardened ſinner 
-that hearech me this day , ſhall ſhortly have ſuch 
Remembrance , as will make him. wonder at his pre- 
ſent blockiſhneſs. O when the unreſiſtible powerof 
heaven ſhall oper all your fins before you, .and com 
mand.youto remember them, and to remember the 
time, and place, and perſons, and all the circumſtances 
of- them, What a Change will irmake upon the moſt 
ſtout or ſtubborn of the ſons of men- 2 : Whar a dif- 
ference will there then. be between that trembling 
felf-rormenting ſoul , and the ſame that now. in his 
gallantry can make light of all theſe things, and call 
the meſſenger of Chriſt that wacneth him , a Puri 
tanc or a doating fool ! Your memorics. now-are ſome- 
what ſubject ro your wills; and it you will not think 
of your own, your chief , your everlaſting concern- 
ments, you may chooſe, If. you will chooſe, ratber-to » 

| employ, 


 — 


A Sermon of Repentance. I3 


——— 


— 


employ your ' noble ſouls on beaſtly luſts, and 


waſte your thoughts on things of nought, - you 


may take your courſe, and chaſe a feather with 


the childiſh world, till over-taking it, you ſee you 
have loſt your labour, Burt when Fuſtice rakes 
the work in hand , your Tbou2hts ſhall be no more 
ſub;e& ro your Wils.: You ſhall then- Remember 
thax which you are full /::4 co remember ; and 
would give:a world that you could forget. O then 
one cup: of -the waters of 'oblivion, would be of 


pneſtimable value to the damned ! O what would 


they not give that they could but. forget the time 


they loſt, the mercy they abuſed , the grace which ' 


they refuſed , the holy ſervants of Chriſt whom 
they deſpiſed, the wilful- fins which they com- 


mitted, ani the many duties which they wilfuliy 
omitted ! I] have oft thought of: their caſe, - 


when I have dealt with melancholy or deſpaiting 
perſons, . If I adviſe them to +caſt away ſuch 
thoughts, and turn their minds to- other things, 
they tell me they cannot; it-is not in their power z 
and I have Jong found, that I may almoſt as ye!l 
perſwade a broken head to-give over aking, Bur 
when the-holy God ſhall purpoſely pour out the 
vials of his wrath on the conſcier.ces of the un- 
godly , and open the books, and ſhew them all that 
ever they have done, with all. the aggrava- 


tions, how -then ſhall theſe worms be able -to 


refit 2- | 
And now I beſeech you all conſider , is it not 


better ro Remember your fins on earth, then in 
hill-? - before your  Phyſtian, then before your | 


C-3. Fadge ? * 


we” 
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Fudge ? for your cure, then for y.ur torment 2 
Give meleave then, before. I go ary further, to 
addreſs my ſelf ro you as the Meſſenger of the 
Lord, with this importupate requeſt, both as you 
ſtand herein your private, and in. your publike ca- 
pacires, 'In the name of the God of Heaven 1 
charge you [ Remember the lives that you have 
Jed : Remember what you have been doing.in 
the world ! Remember how you have ſpent your 
time : and whether indeed it is God that you 
have been ſerving, and Heaven. that you have 
. been ſceking, and Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
that you have been _praQiſing in the world till 
now 2 Are your fins ſo ſmall, ſo venial, fo few, 
that you can find no employment on them for 
.your memories 2 Or is the offending of the Erter- 
nal God, ſo ſlight and ſafe a thing , as not to need 
your conſideration 4 God forbid you ſhould 
have ſuch atheiſtical conceirs ! Surely God mace 
not his Laws for nought ; nor doth he make ſuch 
a ſtir by his Word, and Meſſengers, and Providen- 
ces againſt an harmleſs thing £ Nor doth he 
threaten Hell ro men for ſmall indifferent matcers : 
Nor did Chriſt need to have dyed, and done all 
that he hath done, to cure a {mall and ſafe diſeaſe. 
Surely that which the God of heaven is pleaſed 
ro threaten with everlaſting puniſhment, the 
preateſt of you all ſhould vouchſafe to think on, 
_ with greateſt fear and ſoberneſs ro remem- 
—_. 

Ir is a pittiful thing, that with wer , with Genile- 


men, with profeſſed Chriftians , Gods matters, ot 
their 


od 
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their ov» matters , their greateſt marcors, ſhould 
ſeem unworthy to be thought on ; when they 
have thoughts fortheir honours, and their lands, 
and friends ; and thoughts for their children, their 
ſervants, and proviſion 4 -and thoughts for their 
horſes , and their dogs, and ſports ! Is God and 
Heaven leſs worth then theſe £ Are death and 
Judgement- matters 'of leſs moment 2 Gentle- 
men, you would take ir ill to have your wiſdom 
undervalued , and your-reaſon queſtioned : For 
your Honour ſake do not wake it contemptible 
your ſelves , inthe eyes of all that are truly wiſe. 
tis the nobleneſs of objefFs that muſt 'ennoble 
your facslties ; and: the baſeneſs of objeRts doth 
debaſe them. If brutiſh ebjefFs be your employ- 
ment and delight,do I need totell you what you 
make your (clves 7 If you would be zoble indeed, 
let God and everlaſting glory be the objc& of 
your faculties : If you wonld be Great , then 
dwell on Greateſtthings : If you would be High, 
then ſeek the things that are above, and nor the 
ſordid things of earth, Col, 3. 1; 2,3, And if” 
you would be ſafe, look after the enemies of 
our peace : and as you had Thoughts of fin that 
led you to commit it, entertain the Thoughes that 
would lead youto abhery ir. O chat I mizhr have * 
now - but the grant of this - reaſonable requeſt. 
from you, thar among all your- Thoughts , you * 
would beſtow now and then an hour in the ſerious”? 
Thougbts'of your miſdoings , and ſoberly in your 
retirement between God and your ſouls,” Rememe 
ber the paths that you havetrod ; and whether * 
you 4 


% 
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you have lived for the work for which you were 
creaced ?: One ſober hour of ſuch employment 
might bethe happyeſt hour thatever you ſpent, 
and give you more comforc at your final hour, 
then all che former hours of your life : and might 
lead you into that new and holy life , which you 
may review with everlaſting comfort, 

Truly ,: Gentlemen, :I havelong obſerved that 
Satans advantage lyeth ſo much on the 6ratiſh 
fide, and that the work of mans Converſion,and 
holy Converſation, is ſo much carrycd on by 
Gods exciting of our Reaſon ; and that the miſe» 
ry of the ungodly is, 'that they have Reaſon in fav * 
culty, and not.in s/e, in the greateſt things, t| 
perſwade youto this duty with.che greater h 
If che Lord will now perſwade you but to retye 
from vanity , and ſoberly exerciſe your- Reaſon, 
and Confider your wayes:, and ſay , What have we 
done ? and What « it. that God wonld have w do ? 
and What ſhall we wiſh we had done at laſt ? 1 ſay, 
could you now bur. be prevailed with, to: beſtow 
as many hours on this work , as you have caſt 
away in idleneſs, or. worſe, I ſhould not doubt, 
bur I ſhould ſhortly ſee the faces of 'many of you 


in Heaven,that have beenrecovered by the uſe of 


this advice. Ic is a thauſand pitties, that men that 
are thought wiſe enough to be entruſted with the 


;publick ſafety, and to be the Phyſicians of a 


broken State, ſhould have any among them that 


are untruſty co their God, and have not the Rea- 
foro: Remember their miſdoings , and prevent tte 
danger of their immortal ſouls: Will you fir.all 


day 


| ASermon of Repentance. 


day here , to find out the remedy of a diſeaſed 
Land, and will you not be intreated by God or 
man, tofir down one hour, and find out the diſ- 
eaſe of, and remedy for your own ſouls £ Are 
thoſe men likely to rake care of the happineſs of 
ſo many thouſands, that will ſtill be ſo careleſs of 
themſelves © Once more therefore I entreate 
you , 'Rememeber your miſdoings , leſt God remems 
berthem : And bleſs the Lord that called you 
this day , by the voice of Mercy, to Remember 
them upon terms of Faith and Hope,” Remem- | 
bred they w»ſs be firſt or laſt : And believe it, / 
rhis is far unlike the ſad remembrance at Judge- 
ment, and in the place of woe and deſpera- 
tion, 
And I beſeech you obſerve here, that it is 
your own miſdoings that you muſt Remember, Had 
it been only the fins of other men, eſpecially 
thoſe that differ from you , or have wronged you, 
or ſtand againſt your»tereft, how eafily would the - 
duty have been performed © How little need 
| fhould I have had to prefs ic with all this impor- 
' unity « How confident ſhould I be , that Icould 
convert the meſf, if this were the Converſion ? 
| Htgrieves my foul co hear how quick and conſtant 
high and low,learned and unlearned are at this un- 
charitable contumelious remembring of the faults 
of others : how cunningly they can bring in 
their infinuated accuſations : how odiouſly they 
| can aggravate the ſmalleſt faults, where diffe- 
rence cauſeth them co _— the perſon : ow 
ordt- 


= 
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ordinarily they judge of ations by the perſons , 
as if any thing were a Crime that is done by ſuch. 
as they diſlike, and af! were wertge that is done by 
thoſe thar fit their humours : How commonly 
Brethren have made ir a part of their ſervice of 
God,to ſpeak or write uncharitably of his ſervants, 
labouring to deſtroy the hearers charity, which had 
more need in this urhappy time , cf the bellows 
then the water } How uſual it is with the igno- 
rant that-cannot reach the eruth, and the impious 
that cannot bear it, to call ſuch Aereticks that 
know more then themſelves ! and to call ſuch 
Precifians, Puritanes, ( or ſome ſuch name which 
Hell invents, as there is occaſion ) who dare not 
be ſo badas they ! How odious, men precending 
ro much gravity , learning and moderation , do 
labour: ro -make thoſe that are dear to- God ;- 
and what an art they have to widen differences , 
and make a.ſea of every lake z and that perhaps 
under pretence of blaming the uncharitableneſs 
of others ! How farthe very Sermons: and di- 
courſes of ſome learned men are from the com- 
mon .rule of deing 4s we wonld be done by : and 
how loudly they proclaim that ſuch men /ove w6t- 
their neighbours as themſelves; the moſt unchari-- 
table words ſeeming moderate which they give ; 
and all called intemperate that ſavoureth not of 
flattery , which they receive ! Werel calling the 
ſeveral exaſperated fattions now in England, to 
remember the miſdoings of their ſuppoſed adver- 
{aries , What full-mouth'd and debaſing Con- p 
; felons? 


_— — 


A Sermon of Repentance. 


Hereſie, and Schiſm, of impiety, treaſon and re- 

bellion, of perjury and perfidiouſneſs, would too 

many make of the faults of others, while they 

extenuate their Ow# to almoſt nothing ! Ic is a 

wonder to obſerve, how the caſe doth alter with 

the moſt , when that which was their adverſaries 
caſe, becomes their own. The very prayers of the 
godly,and their care of their ſalyation, and their 
tear of ſinning, doth ſcem theircrime in the eyes 
of ſome that eafily bear the guilt of ſwearing, 
drunkenneſs, ſenſuality, filchineſs, and negleR 

- duty , in themſelves, as a tolerable bur- 
en. 

Butif ever God indeed convert you, (though 
you will pitty others, yer) he will teach you to 
begin at home , and take the beam out of your 
owneyes,, and to cry out , [| 1 am the miſerable 
ſinner, }] 

And leſt theſe generals ſeem inſufficient for us 
to confeſs on ſuch a day as this, and leſt yer your 
memories ſhuuld need more help, is ic not my 

- duty to mind you of ſome particulars ? which 
yet I ſhall not do by way of accuſation, but of ex- 
quiry : Far be it from me to judge ſo hardly of 
you, that when you come hicher tro lament 
your fins , youcannot with patienceendureto be 
told of them. ; 

1, Enquire then, whether there be none 
among you that live a ſenſual careleſs life; cloathed 
with the beſt, and farivg deliciouſly every day ? in 

D 2 2luttony 


feſſions would they make £ What monſtcrs of” 
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elutteny er drunkenneſs , chambering and wanton- 
neſs , ſtrife or envying , not pmting-on Chriſt, nox 
walking in the Spirit , but making proviſion for the 
fleſh, to ſatwfie the luſts thereof , Roms. 13. 13, 14, 
Is chere.none among youthat ſpend your precious 
time in vanities , .that is allowed you.to prepare 
for life eternal 2 that have time to waſte in 
complements, and fruitleſs ralk, and viſits ,-in 
gaming and unneceſlary recreations, in exceſſive 
feaſting and entertainments ,.while God is neg- 
leged , and your ſouls forgotten, and you can 
never find an hourin.a day, to make ready for 
the life which you muſt live for ever. Is there 
none among you that wou!'d take that man for a 
Puritan or Phanatick , that ſhould employ bur 
half ſo much ceime for his ſoul , and in the ſer- 
vice of the Lord, as. you do in unneceſſary ſports 
and pleaſures, and pampering your fleſh 7 Genile- 
men, if there be any ſuch among you, as you 
love your ſouls, Remember your miſadoings , 
and bewail theſe abominatiens , before the 
Lord , in this day- of your profeſſed humilia- 
tion, 

2, Enquire- whether there 'be none among 
you, that being ſtrangers rothe New birth, and 
to the inward workings of the Spirit of Chriſt 
upon the ſoul., do alſo diſtaſte an holy Life, and 
make it the matter of your reproach, and pacific 
your accuſing conſciences with a Religion mace 
up of meer words, .and heartleſs out-fide, and 
ſ{g.much obedience as your ficſhly pleaſures will 


admit; ? 
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admic z accounting thoſe that go beyond you, 
eſpecially if they differ from you in yourmodes 
and circumſtances,to be but a company of proud, 
Phariſaical, ſelf- conceired hypocrites, and thoſe 
whom youdeſireto ſuppreſs, If there ſhould be 
one ſuch perſon-here , I would entreat him to re- 
member, that it is the ſolemn aſſeveration of our 
Judge, that Except a man be converted, and be born 
again, of water and the ſpirit, he cannot enter int 
the Kingdom of heaven, Joh. 3.3, 5, Mart. 18, 3, 
That if any man-have not the Spirit of Chriſt , he is 
none of hw, Rom. 8: 9. . That if any man be in 
Chriſt, he is 4 new creature ; old things are paſt 
away , and all things are become new ; 2 Cor. 5,17: 
T hat without holineſs none ſhall ſee God Heb.1 2.14; 
T hat the wiſdom that «s from above, i firſt Pure 
and then Peaceable,,Jam. 3.17, That God us 4 ſþi- 
rit , and they that worſhip him , muſt worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth, John 4.' 23, 24. That they 
worſhip in vain , that teach for Dottrines the com» 
mandments of men., Matth. 15. 8,9. And that 
Except your 1ighteouſneſs exceed that of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, you ſhall in no wiſe enter into the King- 
dom of heaven , Matth, 5. 20, And I defire you 
ro remember that its hard to kick againſt the pricks 1 
and to proſper in rage againſt the Lord : and thar 
its better for that man that offendeth one of his little 
ones , to: have bad a mill-flone faſlened is bis meck,,, 
and to have been caſt into the bettom-of the Sea, . 
Matth. 18. 6. It is a ſure and grievoiis con- 
demnation,that wai:cth fur all rhat are 1hermſe/wes * 
Na 3 1+ * 
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unholy : but to the haters or deſpiſers of the holy 
Laws and Seryants of the Lord , how much more 
grievors a puniſhment is reſerved £ 

3, Enquire alſo, Whether there be none 
among you. that let looſe your paſſions on your 
inferiouts , and oppreſs your poor Tenants, and 
make them'igroan under thetask, or at leaſt do 
little to relieve the needy, nor ſtudy not to ſerve 

the Lord with your eſtares, bur ſacrifice all to the 
pleaſing of your flcſh, unleſs ir be ſome incon- 
ſiderable pitrance , or fruitleſs drops , that are 
unproportionable to your receivings. If there be 
any ſuch , letthem Xemember their iniquities, and 
cry for mercy, before the cry of the poor to 
heaven, do bring down vengeance from him that 
hath promiſed to hear their cry , and ſpeedily to 
avengethem, Znke 18. 7, 8. 

7. Enquire, Whether there be none that 
live the life of Sodom, in Pride, fulneſs of bread 
and idleneſs, Ezek. 16. 49. and that are not putt 
up with their eſtates and dignities, and are 
ſtrangers to the humilicy , meekneſs, patience, 
and ſelf-denyal of the Saints : That ruffle in 
bravery , and contend more zealouſly for their 
honour and preheminence, then for rhehonour 
and intereſt of che Lord, Forpride of apparel, 
it was wont to betaken fora childiſh or a wo- 
maniſh kindof vice, below a man ; but irs now 
obſerved among the gallants , thar ( except in 
ſpots) the notes of vanity are more legibly writ- 
ten on the hair and dreſs of a —— 

cfic- 
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effeminate maics, then onthe fe males, proclaim- 
ing to the world that pride , which one would 
think even pride it ſelf ſhould have concealed ; 
and calling by theſe ſigns to the beholders to 0b- 
ſerve the empryneſs of their minds , and how 
void they are of that inward worth, which is 
the honour of a Chriſtian , and of a man : Ic be- 
ing a marvel toſce a man of Learning, gravity , 
wildom, and the fear of God, appear in ſuch an 
antick dreſs. 

I have done with the firſt part [ the Remem- 
bring of your own evil wayes and doings. ] 1 be- 
ſecch you praQtically go along with me to the 
next , [ The loathing of your ſelves in your 
own eyes, for all your iniquitics and abominati- 
"LIP 

Every true Convert doth thus loath himſelf 
for bis iniquities , and When God will re- 
ſore 4 puniſhed people upon their Repentance , 
he bringeth them to this loathing of them- 
ſelves, | 

i. A converted foul hath a new and hea- 
venly Lizht ro help him, to ſee thoſe 
matters of humbling uſe, which” others ſee 
nor, 

-  2- More particularly, he hath the know- 
ledge of fin, and of bimſelf, He ſeeth the 
odious face of fin, and feeth how much his 


heart and- life, in his ſinful dayes abounded : 


with it, and how great 4. mralure yet re- 
mains, . 


3. He- 


— 
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3. He hath ſeen by Faith the Lord himſelf :: 
The Majeſty , the holineſs, the jealouſic, the 
goodneſs of the cternal 'God whom he hath of- 
fended; and therefore muſt needs abhorr bimſelf, 
Job 42.6. 

4+ He hath taſted of Gods diſpleaſure againſt 
him for hisfin already. God himſelf hath. ſet 
it home, and awakened his conſcicnce., and 
held it on, till he harh made him underſtand 
that the .conſuming fire is not to be jeſted 
with. 

5» He hath ſcen Chriſt Crucified , and 
mourned over him, This is the glaſs that 
doth moſt clearly thew the uglineſs of fin: 
_ here he hath learned to abhorc him- 
«lf. 

6. He hath fore-ſeen by Faich the Exd of 
fin, and the doleful recompence of the un- 
godly : His faith beholdeth the miſery of 
damned fouls, and the Glory which finners 
caſt away. He heareth them before-hand 1e- 
penting and lamenting, and crying out of 
their former folly , and wiſhing in vain that all 
this were to do again, and that they might 
once more be tryed with ancther life, and 
reſolving then how holiy , how ſelf-denying- 
ly they would live ! Hegknows if fin had. 
had its way, he had been plunged into 
this helliſh miſery himſelf, and therefore 
he muſt needs loath himſelf for his iniqui- 
Fies. | 


7, More- 
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'7. Moreover the true Convert hath had the live- 
lieſt caſt of mercy ; of the blood of Chriſt ; of the 
offers and Covenant of grace; of reprieving mercy; 
of pardoning mercy ; Of bealing and preſerving mercy; 
and of the unſpeakable mercy contained in the pro- 
miſe of everlaſting life : And to find that he hath ſin- 
ned againſt all this mercy , doth conſtrain him to ab- 
horr himſelf, 

8, And it is only the true Convert that hath a 
new and holy nature , contrary to fin; and therefore 
asa man that hath the Leproſie doth loath himſelf be- 
cauſe his nazare is contrary to his diſeaſe, lo is ir 
(though operat'ng in a ſrecr way ) with a converted 
ſoul as to the Leprofic of fin, Oh how he /eaths the 
remnants of his pride and paſſion; his exceſſive cares, 
defires, and fears; the backwardneſs of his ſoul to 

God and Heaven ! Sin is ro the new nature of every 
true Believer., as the food of a Swine to the ſtomack 
of a man; if he have catenit, he hath noreſt el he 
hath vomited ic vp : and then when he looketh on his 
vomit , he loatheth himſclf ro think how long he 
kept ſuch filth within him : and that yer inthe bot- 
tome there 15 ſome remains, 
- 9. The true Convert is one that is much at bome , 
his heart is the Vineyard which he is daily drefling z 
his work is ordinarily about ir; and _therefore he is 
acquainted wich thoſe ſecret (ins , and daly failings, 
which ungodly men that are ſtrangers tochemſelves, 
donot obſerve, though they have them in domi- 
nion. 

10. Laſtly, A ſerious Chriſtian is a a workman of 
the Lords, and daily buſi at the exerciſe of his gra- 
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neſles, and failings , and from ſad experience is for- 
ced tOabhorr himſelf, 

But with careleſs unrenewed ſouls it is not fo; 
ſome of them may haye a mild ingenuous diſpoſi- 
ton , and the knowledge of their unworthineſs, and 
cuſtomarily they will confeſs ſuch fins as are ſmall 
diſgrace to them , or cannot be hid z or under the 
terrible gripes of conſcience, in the hour of diſtreſs, 
and atthe approach of death,they will do more and 
abhorr themſelves perhaps as 7nd did-z. or make a 
conſtrained confeſſion thiongh the power of fear, 
But ſo far are they from this loathing of themſelves for 
all their iniquities, that ſin is corhem as their clement, 
their food, their nature, and their friend, 

And now, Honourable, Worthy and beloved aus 
dicors, it is my duty to enquire, and to provoke you 
to enquire, Whether the Repreſentative body of the 
Commons of England, and cach man of yowin. parti- 
cular, be.thus affetcd ro your ſelves or not. It con- 
cerns you to enquire of it, as you loye-your ſouls, and 
love not to ſee the death-marks of impenitencie-on 
them. Ia concerneth # toenquire of it, as we love 
you and the Nation, and would fain (ce the marks of 


Gods return in mercy to us, in your ſelf- loathing 


and returnto God. Let conſcience ſpeak as before 
the Lord that ſees your hearts, and will ſhortly judge 
you : Have you had ſucha fight of your naturall and 


atmall fin and miſery, of your negle of God,your: 


contempt of Heaven, your loſs of precious haſty 
time , your worldly, fleſhly, ſenſual] lives, and your 
omiſſion ofthe great 6. holy works which you were 
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made for ? have you had ſuch a fight and ſenſe of 
theſe, as hath flled your ſouls with ſhame and ſor- 
row ? and cauſed you in tears or hearty grict to la- 
ment your finf.l careleſs lives, before the Lord. Do 
you loath your ſelves for all this,as being vile in your 
own eycs,and each man ſay What a wretch was If what 
an unreaſonable ſelf-hating wretch, to do all this againſt 
my ſelf ? what an unnaturall wretch | what a monſter 
of rebellion and ingratitude , to do all this againſt the 
Lord of love and mercy ? what a deceived fool:ſh 
wretch | to preferr the pleaſing of my laſts and ſenſes , 
a pleaſure that periſheth in the fruition, and us paſt as 
ſoon as its recerved , before the manly pleaſures of the 
Saints, and before the ſouls delight in God, and before 
the unſpeakable everlaſting pleaſures ? was there any 
compariſon between the brutiſh pleaſares of the fleſh, 
and the ſþiritual delights of a believing ſoul , in looking 
to the endl:ſs pleaſure which we ſhall have with all the 
Saints and Angels in the glorious preſence of the Lord. 
Was God and glory worth. no more, then tobe caſt aſide 
for ſatiating of an unſatisfiable fleſh and fancy | and to 
be ſold for a harlot , for a forbidden cup , for a little 
aire of popular applauſe, or for a burdenſom load of 
wealth and power , for ſo ſhort a time ? where s now 
the gain and pleaſure of all my former ſins | what bave 
they lcft but a [t:ng behind them ? How near « the time 
when my departing ſoul muſt lock back on all the plea- 
ſures and profits that ever 1 enjoyed, as a dream when 
one awaketh ; as deluſory vanities , that have done all 
for me that ever they will 40, and all is but to bring my 
fleſh unto corruption ( Gal. 6. 8.) and my ſoul 10 this 
diſtreſiing grief and fear | And then1 muſt ſing and 
| E 2 laugh 
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laugh no more '1 muſt brave it out in pride no more /! 
1 muſt know the pleaſures of the fleſh no more | bat be 
levelled with the pooreſt , and my body laid in loathſome 
darkneſs , and .my ſoul appear before that God whom 1 
ſo wilfally refuſed to obey and henow, 0 mwreach that 
1am' where was my underſilanding , when 1 plaid-ſo 
boldly with the flames of hell , the-wrath of God, the 
poiſon of fin ! when God ſtrod by and yt I ſinned | 
when conſcience did rebuke me , aud yet | ſinned | when 
Heawen. or bell were hard at hand, and yet I finned | 
when to roy my God and ſave my ſoul 1-would not 
farbear a filthy laſt , or a forbidden vanity of wo worth ! 
when 1 would not be perſwaded to a holy , heavenly, 
watchful life, thaugh all my hopes of Heaven lay on it. 
I am aſhamed of wy. ſelf : 1 am confounded in the yt- 
membr ance of my wilfull ſelf- deſtroying folly !_ | loath 
my ſelf for all theſe abominations : O that 7 had lived 
inbeggary and razs, when I lived in ſin : and O that 1 
had lived with God in a priſen,or in 4 wilderze(s, when 
I refuſed a holy heavenly life , for the love of a deceit- 
full world ! Will the Lord but pardon what & paſt, 1 
am reſolved through his grace to do (0 no more , but 10 
laath that filth that 1 took for pleaſure, and to abhorr 
that fin that 1 made my ſport , and to die tothe glory and 
riches of the world , which I made my idob-;, and t0 
live entircly to that Ged that 1 did fo long ago and ſo un 
worthily nezle@; and to ſeek that ms I that Kings 
dom, that delight , that will fully ſatisfie my expeiisr 
fipn , and anſwer all my.care and labour , with ſuch in- 
finite advantage. Holineſs or nothing ſhall be my work 
and life, and Heaven or nauthing ſhall be my portion and. 
feliclty, 

T heſe-. 
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T heſe are the thorghts, the affeRions, the breath- 
ing of every regenerate gracious ſoul. For your ſouls 
ſake enquire now , Is it thus with you 2 or have you 
thus returned with ſe/f-/oathing to the Lord, and 
firmly engaged your fouls ro him at your entrance 
into a holy life? I muſt be plain with you-Gentlemen, 
or I ſhall be unfaithfull : and I muſtdeal cloſely with 
you , or I cannot deal hone(tly-and truly with you; 
As ſure as you live, yea as ſure as the Word of God 
is true, you muſtall be ſuch converted men, and loath 
your ſelves for your iniquities, or be condemned as ims= 


peaitent to everlaſting fire, To hide this from you, - 


1s but to deceive you, and that in a matter of a thou- 
ſand times greater moment then your lives, Perhaps 
I could have made ſhifr, inſtead of ſuch ſerious admo- 
nitions,to have waſted this hour in laſhy oratory,and 
neat expreſſions,and ornaments of reading, and other 
things that are the roo common matre1s of oſtentati- 
on, with men that preach Gods word in jeaſt,and be- 
lieve not what they are perſwadim2 others to believe. 
Oc if you think 7 cou/4-xot., T am indifferent, as not 
much affeQing the honour of being able, to offend the 
Lord, and wrong your ſouls, by dallying with holy 
things, Flattcery in theſe things of ſoul concernmentr, 
is a ſclfiſh vilany, that hath but a very ſhort reward'; 
and thoſe that are pleaſed with it to day *, may curſe 


the flatterer for ever. Again therefore let merell you, 


(that which I think you will confeſs, ) that it is not 
your greatneſs,ncr your high looks,nor the gallantry 


of your ſpirits that ſcorns to be thas humbled , that * 
will ſerve your turn when God ſhall deal with you, - 
or ſave your carcaſſes from rottenneſs and -dult, or 
E.3, your ' 


_— A Sermon of KRepentance. 


your guilty ſouls from the wrath of the Almighty, 
Nor 1s it your contempt of the threatnings of the 
Lord, and your ſtupid negle&, or {corning at the . 
meſſage, that will endure , when che ſudden unrefi- 
ſtible light ſhall come in upon you and convince you, 
or you ſhall ſce and feel what now you refuſed to be- 
lieve ! Nor is it your ou: fide hypocritical Religion, 
wade up of meer words or ceremonies, and giving 
your ſouls but the leavings of the fleſh, and making 
God an underling to the world,that will do any more 
to ſave your ſouls, then the.picture of a feaſt tb feed 
your bodies, Nor is it the ſifeſt conceirs that you 
ſhall be ſaved in an wnconverted ſtate , or that you ate 
ſantified, when you are not, that will do any more to 
keep you from damnation, then a conceit that you 
{h1ll never die, will do to keep*you here for ever, 
Gentlemen, though you are all kere in healch, and 
dignity , and honour to day , how lictle a while isit, 
alas how little, till you ſhall be every man in H:aven 
or Hell ! (unleſs youare Infidels you dare not deny 
it.) Anditis only Chrift and a holy life that is your 
way to Heaven; and only fin , and tbe neglett of Chriſt 
and holineſs that can undo you. Look therefore upon 
ſinas you ſhould look onthat which would caſt you 
into Hell, and is daily undermining all your hopes, O 
that this Honourable Aﬀembly could know it in 
ſome meaſure , as ir ſhall be ſhortly known ? and 
judge of -it as men do, when time is paſt, and deluſi- 
ons Vaniſhed, and all men are awakened from their 
fleſhly dreams , and their naked fouls have ſee the 
Lord 2 O then what Laws would you make againſt 
fin « How ſpeedily would you joyn your ſtrength 
| againſt 
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againſt it,as againſt che only enemy of your peace,and 
as againſt a fire in your houſes, or a plague that were 
broken our upon the City, where youare £ O then 
how zealouſly would youall concurr to promote the 
intereſt of Holineſs inthe Land , and ſtudiouſly en- 
courage the ſervants of the Lord ! How ſevercly 
would you deal with thoſe, that by making a mock 
of -Godlineſs, do hinder the ſalvation of the peoples 
ſouls 2 How carefully would you help the Labourers 
that are (ent ro guide men inthe holy path? and your 
ſelves would go before the Nation, as an example of 
penitent ſelf- loathing for your ſins,and hearty conver- 
ſion to the Lord, Is this your duty now, or is it not 2 
If you cannor deny it, I warn you from the Lord,do 
not negle& itz and do not by your diſobedience to a 
convinced conſcience, prepare for a tormented conſci- 
ence, If you know your Maſters will and do it nor, - 
you ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. 

And your publike capacity and work , doth make 
your Repentance and holineſs needfull tro others as well 
as to your ſelves Had we none togovernus, but ſuch 
as entirely ſubje& themſelves ro the Government 
of Chriſt; and none to make us Laws , bur ſuch as 
have his Layy tranſcribed upon their heares, O what a 
happy people ſhould we be! Men are #nlikely ro make 
firick Laws, againſt the vices which they /ove and live 
in: or if they wake them, they are more unlikely to 
executethem. We can expe no great help againſt 
drunkenneſs, ſwearing, gaming, filthynels, and pro» 
phaneneſs, from men that love theſe abominations 
ſo well, as thar they will rather part with God and 
their ſalvation , then they will lex them go, All 
mer * 
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Land , let our recovery begin with you, i God looks 


men are born with a Serpentine malice and enmity a- 
gainſt the ſeed of Chriſt ,which is rooted in their very 


-natures. Cuſtom in fin encreaſeth this to more 


malignity, and it is only renewing grace that doth 
overcome it. If therefore there thould be any among 
our Rulers,that are not cured of this mortal malady, 
what friendſhip can be expe&ed from them tothe 
cauſe and ſervants of the Lord?If you are all the chil- 
dren of God your felves, and Heaven be your end, 
and holineſs your delight and bufineſs,it will then be 
your principal care to encourage it, and help the peo» 

le to the happ.neſ(s that you have found your ſelves. 

ut if in any the original ( increaſed y enmity to God 
and godlineſs prevail, we can expc& no better ( or- 
difiarily ) from ſuch, then that they oppoſe the ho» 
lineſs which they hace, and do- tteir worſt ro make 
us miſcrible. But woe to him that ſtriveth againſt 
his Maker. Shall the thorns and bryers be ct in 
battail againſt the conſuming fire and prevail? 1/a 27, 
45. Oh therefore for the Nations ſake, begirat 
home, and caſt away the fins which you wou'd have 
che Nation caſt away ! All m:n can ſay,that Miniſters 
muſt teach by their /;ves,as well as by their driFrines; 
(and woe to them thar do not.) And muſt not Ma» 
giſtrates as well govern by their lives, as by their 
Laws ? Will you make Laws which you would not 
have men obey © Or would you have the people to 
be better then your ſelves ? Or can you expect to 
be obeyed by others, when you will not obey the 
God of Heaven and Earth your ſelves « We be- 
ſeech you therefore for the ſake of a poor diſtreſſed 
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ſo much at the Rulers of a Nation in his dealings 
with them , that ordinarily it goes with the p:oplc 
as their Rulers are. Till David had numbred the 
p:ople, God would nox let out his wrath upon them, 
though it was they that wete the great offendets, 
If we ſce our Repreſentative body begin in loathing 
themſelves for all their iniquities , and turning to the 
Lord with all chcir hearts, we ſhould yer believe that 
heis returning to us, and will do us good after all 
our provocations, Truly Gentlemen, ir is much 
from you that we mult fetch our comfortable or ſad 
prognoſticks, of the life or death of this diſeaſed land. 
Whatever you do, 1 know that it ſhall 2o well with the 
righteous ; but forthe happineſs or miſery of the Na- 
tion in genera] , 1c Is you that are our beſt prognoſti- 
cation, If you repent your ſelves, and become a holy 
people to the Lord , it promiſerh #s deliverance : Bur 
if you harden your hearts, and proye deſpiſers of 
Gad ind holineſs , it is like to bg onr temporal, and 
ſure to be your eternal undoing, if faving grace do not 
Prevent ik, 

And I muſt needs tell you, that if you be nor 
brought ro l84th your (elves, it is not becauſe there is 
no /oathſom matter in-you. Did you ſee your inſide , 
you could n-x forbear ir. As I think it would ſome- 
what abate the pride of the moit curious Gallants, if 
they did but ſce what a heap of flegme,and filth, and 
dung, ( and perhaps crawling worms ) there is with- 
inthem : Much more ſhould ic make you loath your 
ſelves, if you ſaw thoſe ſins thar area thouſand times 
more adious. And to inſtigate you hereunto, let me 


further reafon with you, 
a I. You 


- 
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1. Youcan cafily loath an enemy ; and who hath 


been a greater enemy to any of you,then your ſelves ? 


Another may injare you ; butno min can everlaſtingly 
undo you, but year ſelves. 

2. Youabhorr him that kills your deareſt friends : 
and it is you by your fins that have put to death the 
Lord of life. 

3. Who.is. it bat your ſelves that hath robbed 
you of ſo much precious time, and fo much pre- 
_ frair of Ordinances,and of all.the mercics of the 
Lord * 

4. Who is it but your ſelves that hath broughr 
you under Gods diſpleaſure 2 Poverty could not have 
made him loath you, nor any thing beſides your 
fins, 

5, Who wounded Conſcience, and hath raiſed all 
your doubts and fears. was it not your (infull 
ſclvcs? 

6, Who is it but your ſelves that hath brought you 
ſo-near the gulf of miſcry ? and endangered youreter- 
nall peace? 

7, Conſider the.loatbſome nature of your ſins, and 
how then can you chooſe but /eath your ſelves? 


1+ Ic is thecreatures rebellion or diſobedience a- - 


gainſt rhe abſolute univerſal Soveraign.- 

2. It is the deformity of Gods nobleft creatute 
here on earth ; and the abufing of the moſt noble ta- 
culties. | 

3. Itisa ſtain ſo deep. that nothing can waſh our 
but the blood of Chriſt. The Alood that drowned a 
world'of ſinners, did not waſh away their ſins, The 


fire.that conſumed the Sodomites , did:notconſume: 
their - 
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their ſins. Hell it ſelf canneverend ir, and therefore 
ſhall have noend it ſelf, Ir dieth not with you when 
you die : Though Churchyards are the guilticſt ſpots 
of ground, they do not bury and hide our fin.. 

4. The Church muſt loath ir, and muſt caſt out the 
ſinner as loathſom if he remain impenirenc : and none 
of the ſervants of che Lord muſt have any friendſhip 
with the unfruitful works of darkneſs. 

5, God himſelf doth loaththe creature for ſin,and 
for nothing elſe but fin, Zech. 11,8. My ſoul loathed 
th:m, Deat. 32. 19. When the Lord (aw it , he abhorred 
them, becauſe of the provoking of his ſons and daugh- 
ter, ] Lev. 26. 30, My ſoul ſhall abhorr you. ] Pſalm 
78 59. When God heard thu,he was wroth, and greatly 
abhorred Iſrael. Lam. 2. 7. He abhorred his very San+ 
fuary. ] For he ts of purer eyes then to behold iniquity, 
Hab. 1. 13. Ina word, it is the ſentence of God him» 
ſelf, that a wicked man i loathſom and cometh to ſhame, 
Prov, I 3. 5, ] ſothar you ſee what abundant cauſe of 
ſelf- abhorrence is among us. 

But we are much afraid of Gods departure, when 
weſec howcommon ſelf-love is in the world, and 
how rarethis penitent ſelf loathing is. 

I. Do they loath themſelves thar on every occaſion 
are contending for their honour, and exalting them- 
ſelves, and venturing their very ſouls, to be higheſt 
inthe world for a little while £ 

2. Do they loath themſelves that are readier to ju- 
ſife all their fins,or at leaſt extenuaterhem,then hum- 
bly confeſs them ? 

3- Dothey loth themſelves for all their fins, thar 
cannot endyre to be reproved - but 104th their _ 

2 an 
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and the Miuiſters of Chriſt that z7e/rthem of their 
leathſomniſſe ? 

4. Do they {oath themſelves that take their pride it 
ſelf for manhod, and Chriſtian humility for baſeneſs, 
and brokenneſs of beart for whining hypocriſie or folly, 
and call them a company of Prieſt-r:4den fools, that 
lament their fin, and caſe their ſouls by free confel- 
ſion? Is the ruffling bravery of this City, and the 
ſtrange attire , the haughty carriage, the feafting, 
idlencſs and pomp, the-marks of ſuch as loath them- 
ſelves forall their abominations ? why-then was foft- 
ine, and ſackcloath, ard aſhes, the badg of ſuch in anti- 
ent times ? 

5. Dothey /oath themſelves for all their fins, wha 
lovath thoſe that will not do as they ? & ſpeak reproach- 
fully of ſuch as run not wi:h them to the ſame exceſs 
of ryot, 1 Pet. 4. 4. and count them Precifians that 
dare not ſpit inthe face of Chriſt, by wilful ſinning 
as venturouſly and madly as themſelves 2 

6. Ordo they loath themſelves for all their fins; . 
 thar /ovetheir ſins, even better then their God, and 
will not by all the obreſtations, and commands, and 
intreaties of the Lord, be per{waded to forſake them? 
How far all theſe are from this ſe/f-loathing, and 
how far that Nat/on is from happineſs where the 
Rulers or inhabitants are ſuch, is eaſic to conje- 
ure. 

I ſhould have minded you what ſins of 1he Land 
muſt be remembred , and loathed, if we would have 
peace and healing. Bur as the glaſs forbids me, fo, 

las, as the ſins of Sedom,they declare themſelves, 
Thovgh throvgh the great mercy of the Lord, the 
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body of this Nation, and the ſober part, have not been 
guilty of chat Covenant-breaking , p«rfidiouſneſs , 
treaſon, (edition, di:obedience,ſelt-exalting,and tur- 
bulencie as ſome have been,ard as ignorant forreign- 
ers through the calumnies of malicious adverſarics 
may poſſibly believe, ye: muſt i: bs fora lamenta- 
tion through all generations, that apy of thoſe that 
went out from us , have contracted the guilt of ſuch 
abhominations , and occaſioned the enemies of the 
Lora to blaſpheme and that any in the pride or 
ſimplicity of their, hearts, have followed the condu&t 
of ſeſuicical ſeducers, they knew not whither, nor to 
whar, 

That ProfaneſMboundeth on the other fide, and 
drunkenneſs, ſwearing, fornication , laſciviouſnels , 
idleneſs, ptide and covetouſneſs, do ſtill ſurvive the 
M:niſters that have waſted themſelves againſt chem , 
and thelabours of faithful Magiſtrates to this day |! 


neſs, do increaſe eac's other; and while they talk 
againſt each other, thry harden one another , and 
both affit tte Church of Chriſt, Bur eſpecially” 
woe to England for that crying fin, the ſcorning of a 
boly life, if a wonder of mercy do not {ave us. Thar 
people profeſfing the Chriſtian Rel:1gion, ſhould ſcorn 
the diligent prad7ice of that Relig en which :hemſelwes 
profeſs ! T hat obedience to the God of He: ven, thar 
imication of the example of our Saviour who came 
from Heaven to teach us Holineſs , ſhould not only 
be negle@ed, unreaſonably and impiouſly neglected, 
bur alſo by a tranſcendent impious madnels , ſhould 
be made a matter of reproach ! T hat the holy Ghoſt 
F 3 into 
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themſelves baptized,ſhould not only be reſiſted, bur 
his ſantiſying work be made a ſcorn ! Thatit ſhould 
be made a matter of deriſion, for a man to preſerr his 
foul before his body, and Heaven before earth, and 
God before atranſicory world, and to uſe his reaſon 
inthat for which't was principally given him,and.nor 
to be wilfully mad ina caſe where madneſs will un- 
do him untoall eternity! Judge as you are men, whe- 
ther hell ic ſelf is Iike much ro exceed ſuch horrid 
wickedneſs ! and whether ir be nor an aſtoniſhing 
wonder,thatevera reaſonable ſoul ſhould be brought 
to ſuch'a height of abhomination ! Thar they that 
profeſs to believe the holy Cathal Church, and the 
Communien of Saigts, ſhould deride the holineſs of the 
Church, andthe Saints and their communion ! that 
n they thar pray ſor the hallowing of Gods name, the 
coming of his Kingdom , and the doing of hs will, | 
even 45 it is done 3n heaven, ſhould make a mock at 
a'l this that they pray for ! How much further think 
youis it poſſible for wicked ſouls to go in fin- 
ning 2 Is it not the God of heaven himſelf that they 
make a ſcorn of £ Is not Holineſs hs tmage ? Did 
not he make the Law that doth command it ; profe(- 
ſing tha: none ſhall ſee his ſace without it ? Heb, 12. 
14. O (inful Nation ! O people laden with iniquity! 
Repent, Repent ſpecdly and with ſelf-l/oathing , Re- 
pent of this inhumane crime , leſt God ſhould take 
away your glory, and enter h.mſelf into judgement 
with you, and plead againſt youthe ſcornthat you 
havecaſt up:nthe Creator, the Saviour, the ſanQi- 
fier ro whom you were engaged in your baptilmal 
VOWS » 


OB 
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vows ! Leſt whcn he plagueth and condemneth you, 
he ſay, Why perſecuted you me ? ( Aﬀes 9. 4. ) Inaſmuch 
4s you did it to one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye aid 
it ants me. ] Read Prov. 1, 20. to the end. When 
Iratl mocked the meſſengers of the Lord, and deſpiſed his 
words, and miſuſed his Prophets, his wrath aroſe againſt 
his people till thre was no rem:dy, 2 Chron. 26, 16. 
And O that you that are the Phyſicions of this dif- 
eaſed Land, would ſp:cially call them co Repeat» 
ance for this, and help chem agaiaſt ir for the time to 
come. 

Having called you firſt ro Remember your miſdoings, 
and ſecondly to /oath your ſelves in your own eyes 
for them ,, I muſt add a third , That you ſtop nor 
here, but proceed to Reformation, orelſe all the reſt 
is but hypocriſte. «And here i: is that I moſt earneſt- 
ly intreat chis Honourable Aſſembly for their beſt 
aſſiſtance. O make not the forementioned fins your 
own , leſt you hear from God, qued minus crimine , 
quam abſelutione peccatumeſt, Thouth Enzland hath 
beea uſed to cry loud for /:berty, let chem not have 
liberty to abuſe their Maker,and to damn their fouls, 
if you can hinderit, Optimns eff reipublice ſtatus, ubi 
mulls libertes deeſt , niſt licentia pereundi, as Nero 
once was told by his unſucceſsful Turor, Uſe not 
mentoaliberty of {corning the Laws of God, leſt 
youteach them to ſcorn yours : For can you expect 
tobe berrer uſed then God £ And Cu# plus licet quans 
par eft, plus vult quam licet , ( Gell. 1, 17.C. 14. ) We 
have all ſcenthe evils of LZiverty ro be wanton in Ke- 
ligion : Is it not worſe to have Liberty to deride 
Religion ? If men ſhall havc leavero go ney » 
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hell themſelves, letthem not have leave to mock poor 
ſouls from Heavea, The ſuffc-ing to the ſound in 
faith is as nothing : for what is the foaming rage of 
mad mento be regarded 2 But that in England, God 
ſhould be ſo provoked, and ſouls ſo hindred from the 
pathes of lite , that whoever will be converted and 
ſaved, muſt be made alaughing-ſtock( which carnal 
minds cannot endure, ) this is the miſchict which we 
CEPIecate, | 

The eyes of the Nation, and of the Chriſtian 
world, are much upon you,ſome high ia hopes,ſfome 
deep in fears, ſome wzli.ing in dubious expeAuiions 
for the iſſue of your counſels. Great expettations, in 
deep necefiities, ſhould awake you to the greateſt 
care and diligence. Though I would not by omit- 
ting any neceſſary diret.ons or admoaitions to you, 
irvice the world to think that I ſpeak to ſuch as can- 
not endure to hear, and thu ſo Honourable an Al- 
{embly doth call che Miniſters of Chriſt ro do thoſe 
works of their proper office, which yer they will be 
offended if they do yer had I rather erre in the de- 
fetive part, then by exceſs , and therefore ſhall nor 
preſume to be roo particular. Only in general, in 
the Name of Chriſt, and onthe behalf a trembling 
yet hoping Nation, I moſt earn:ſtly beſcech and 
wa.n you, that you own and promote the power and 
pradtice of Godlineſſe inthe Land, and thatas God, 
whoſe Miniſters you are ( Rom. 13,4) i 4 Rewaratr 
of them that diligently ſeek him, Heb.11. 6. and hath 
made this a principal Article of our Faith ; ſo you 
would imitate your abſolute Lord ; and. honour them 
that fear the Lord, and encourage them that diligently 


ſeek 
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ſeek him. Aad may I not freely tell you, that God 


ſhould have the precedency s and that you muſt fr/f 


' ſeek bus Kingdom and the righteouſneſs thereof , and 


he will facilicate all the reft of your work, Surely no 
Powers on earth. ſhould be offended, that the God 
from whom, and for whom, and through whom they 
haye what they have, is preferred before them , when 
they ſhould own no intereſt but his, and what is ſub- 
ſervient to it, I have long thought that pretences 
of a neceſſity of beginning with our owa affa'rs, hath 
fruſtrated our hopes from many Pagliaments alrea- 
dy: and I amfure that by delayes tif enemies of our 
peace have got advantage tocroſs our ends and at- 
tain their own, Our calamities b:ewn in differences 
about Religion, and ſtill that's. the wound thit moſt 
needs clofipg: and if that were dove, how eaſily ( 1 dare 
confidently ſpeak it ) would the generality of ſober 
godly people be agreed in things civil , and become 
the frength and gler of the Soweraign ( under God?) 
And though with grief and ſhame we ſee this work 
ſo-long undone ( may we hope that God hath re- 
ſerved it to. this ſeaſon : ) Yet I have the confidence 
to profeſs, that ( us the exalting of one party by the 
ejetion and: perſecuting of the reft, @ the ſinful way 
19 your diſhonour and our raine , ſo the terms on which 
the differing parties moſs confiderable among us, . may 
ſafely , taſty and ſuddenly unite , are wery obvious; 
and our concord 4 very eaſee thing, if the prudent and 
moderate might be the gaides , aud ſelfiſh intereſts and 
paſrion did-not ſet us at « further diſtance” then our 
principles have done, And-to ſhew,you the facility 
of ſuch an agreement, -were it not that ſuch perſonal 

G matters 
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matters are much liable to mifinterpretarions, I ſhoyld 
tell you, that the late Reverend Primate of 1releud 
conſented ( inleſs than half an hours debate) to five or 
fix Propoſations which I offered him, as ſufficient for 
the Concord of the. moderate Epiſcopal and Preſ- 
byterians, without forſaking the Principles of their 


Parties, O thatthe Lord would yer ſhew ſo much 


mercy to a finful Nation, as-to put it into/your heatts 
ro promete but the pradtice of theſe Chriſtian principles 
which we are all. agreed in: I hope there'is no con- 
troverfie among us whether God. ſhould be obeyed, and 
bell avoided, Md Heaven firſt ſought, and Scripture 
be the rule and teſt of eur Religion, ' and fin abbir- 
red and caft out. O: that you wonld but further the 
praQtice of ths with all you might: We craye+ not 
of you any Lordſhip or dominion, nor riches , ner 
intereſt in you rtemporal affairs: we had rather- ſee 
a Law to exclude all Eccleſiafticks from all power-of 
force: The God of Heaven that will judge you and - 
vs, will be a righteous Judge bertwixt ns, whether 
we crave any thing unteaſonable ar your bands. 
Theſeare the ſumme of our requeſts : 1, That Ho- 
lineſs may be encouraged, and the overſpreading pro- 
phaneſs of. this Nation effectually. kept down, . 
2, That an able diligent Minifry-may be encouraged, 
and not corrapted by temporal power, _ 3, Thar Diſ- 
ciplize may be ſeriouſly promoted , and Miniſters no 
more higdered by Magiſtrates in the exerciſe of their 
office,then Phyficions and Schoslmaſters are in heirs; 
ſeeing it.is but a Gavernwent like theirs, confiſting in 
the liberty of conſcighable managing the works of our 
own. office that"we expect : Give us but _ to 

abour 
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labour in Chriſts Vineyard with ſuch encouragement 
as the neceflity of obftinate ſouls requireth, and we 
will ask no more, You have leſs cauſe to reſtrain 
us from 4ſcipline rheti from preaching : for it is a 
more fle[Þ-diſpleaſing work thit we are hardliey 
brought to. I torerell you, that you ſhut out me and 
all that are of my mind, if you would force os to ad- 
miniſter $4craments without Diſcipline, and without 
the condut of our own diſcretion, to whom the 
Magiftrate appoints ir as if a Phyficion muſt give 
no Phyfick but by your preſcript. The antide(cipli- 
narian Magiſtrate I could as reſolutely ſuffer under as 
the ſuperflitivns ; it being worſe to caſt out Diſcipline, 
chen to eryre in the cireamſlances of it, The queſtion 
is not, whether Biſhops or no * bur whether _ 
or none ? and whether enow to wſt it? +4, We ear- 
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. nrffly requeſt that Scripture ſufficiency as the teſt of 


our Religion, and only univerſal Law of Chrift may 
be maintained - and that nothing wuneceſſeary may be 
impoſed 4s neceſſary, nor the Charches axity laid on 
that which will ot bear it, nor ever did, O that we 
might bnt have leave to ſerve God only as Chrift 
hath commanded us, and to go to Heaven inthe ſame 
way 3s the Apoftles did ? Theſe are our defires z and 
whether they are reaſonable, God will judge, 

Give firſt to God the things that are Gods, and then 
give Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, Let your wiſ- 
dome be firf# pare, and then peaceable, Nor bur that 


we are reſolved to be loyal ro Soveraigaty, though 


you deny us all theſe: whatever malicious mt pre- 
trend, that i n0t nor ſhall not be our difference, I have 
proved more pablickly when ic was more dangerous 
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co publiſh it, that the generality of the Orthodox {o- 
ber Miniſters, and godly peopte of this Nation, did 
never conſent to King: killing,, and refiſting Sove- 
raign Power, norto the change. of, the ancient Go- 
vernment of this Land; butabhorred the pride and 
ambition that attempted it, T-again repeat it : The 
blood of ſome, the impriſonment and diſplacing of 
others, the'baniſhmeng. or flight of others, and the 
deteftations and publick- proteftations, of- more, the 
oft declared ſenſe of Exelaxd, and the wars and (ad 
Eſtate of Sc8:{and,. have..all declared before the world, 
to the ſhatne of .calum;niators, that the generality of 
the Orthodox ſober Proteſtznts of theſe Nations, have 
. been true to their allegiance, and deteſtersof unfaith- 
fulneſs and ambition in ſubjes, and reſiſters of he- 
refic and ſchiſm in the.Church, and of Anarchy and 
Democratical confuſions in the Common-wealth, 
And though the Land hath'ringed with complaints 
and threatnings againſt my ſelf , for publiſhing a liule 
of the mixture of Jeſuitical and Familiſtical contri- 
vances, for taking down together our Government 
and Religion, and, ſetting up new ones for theintro- 
duction of Popery, infidelicy-and hereſfiey, yet I am 
aſſured that there is much more of this confederacy 
for che all-ſeeing God to diſcover in time, to ſhame 
of Papiſts that-. cannot be content to write them- 
{clves for the. killing of Kings when the Pope hath 
ORCe. excommunicated them , and by the Decrees of 
a General Council at the Laterane, to depoſe Prin- 
ces that-will extirpate ſuch as the Pope calls Here- 
ticks, and abſolye all cheir ſubjes from their fide- 
lity and allegiance , but they muſt alſo creep into the 
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Councils and Armies of Proteſtants, and taking the 
advantage of ſucceſſes and ambition, withdraw men 
atonce from their Religion and allegiance, that they 


, may cheat the world into a belief that Treaſons are 


the fruits of the Proteſtant profeſſion , when theſe 
masked Juglers have come by night and ſown and 
cheriſhed theſe. Romiſh tares, . As a Papift luſt ceaſe 


"to be 4 Papift it he will be truly and fall loyal to his. 


Soveraign ( asI am ready to prove againſt. any ad- 
verſary ;) ſo « Proteſtant muſt ſo far ceaſe to be. s 
Proteſtant before he can be diſloyal, For Rows, 13, is 
part of the Rule of his Religion, Unhappily there 
hath been a.difference among us, which s the higher 
Power, when thoſ® that have their ſhares in the So- 
veraigntyare divided : But whether we ſhould be 
fabjeR to the Higher Power,is no queſtion with us. 
Gentlemen, I have nothing to ask of you for my 


elf nor any of my brethren as for themſelves:But thar 


you will be friends to ſerious. preaching - and boly living, 
and will not exſnare our conſciences with any wnſcrt- 
plural inventions of men: this I would beg of you as 
on my knees: 1, As for the ſake of Chriſt, whoſe 
cauſe and people is is that'l am pleading for. 2, For 
the ſake of thouſands of poor ſonls in this Land, whoſe 
ſalvation or damnation will be much promoted by 
you, 3. For the ſake of theuſands of the dear [er- 
wants. of the Lord, whoſe eyes are waiting to (ee what 
God will. do. by your hands, 4. For your own ſakes, 
who ang andone it youdalh your ſelyes on the rock 
you ſhould: build- on , and ſer againſt the holy God, 
and turn the crics of his ſervants to Heayen for de- 
liverance from you, Luke 18. 8. If you fiamble on 


G3 Chriſt, : 
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_ Chrift, he will break ou in pieces ; but if he fall upon 
Ju, he will grind you to powder, 5. For the ſake of 
your poſterity, that they may not be bred upin igno- 
rance or ungodlineſs, 6. For the Honowr of the Na- 
tion and your ſelves; that youturn by all che ſaſpj- 

| cions and fears that are raiſed in theELand. +, Fox 

| the honour of ſound Dettrine and Church-Eovernment, 
| that you may not bring ſchiſme into greater credit then 
now you have brought it to deſerved ſhame. For if you 
frown on godlineſs ngder pretence 0 OP in un- 
neceſſary things , - and make times worſe then when 

Libertiniſme and ſchiſme fo prevailed, the people 

will look back with groans and ſay, what happy timer 

did we once fee? and fo will honowr ſchiſme, and Li- 

bertiniſme, and nſurpatiof, through your eppreſsien, 

8. Laſtly, I beg this of you, for rhe Honeny of Syve- 

r4ignty and the Nations Peace. A Prince of a holy peq- 

ple is moſt Honourable. The intereſt of holineſs is 

Chriſts own: Happy is that Prince that eſpouſeth 

this, and ſubjecteth all his own untoir, Sce Pſal 1,1, 

2. & 101, & 15.4. It is the conſcionable, prudent, 

godly people of the Land that muſt be cheglory and 

ſtrength of their lawfall Soveraign. Their Prayers 


63 of tfie profane. Wo to the Rulers thar fer chem- 
-- EveFa2amnft the intereſt of Chriſt and holineſs: Read 
, Bal. 2'orthat Wake ſnares for their conſciences, that 
cirey may» perſccute rhemas d:ſobedients, who are de- 
fifous to obey their Rulers in ſubordina ro the 
Lorg. . See Dey.3.8 6.5,10,13. I have dealt plainly 

hyod; and told you the very truth. If God have 
ov 2 bleſſing for you and ys, you will obey it: = 
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will ferve him betrer then the hideoms 04ths and Cur- 
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if you refuſe, then look to your ſelves and anſwer it 
if you can. I am fure in ſpice of earth'and hell,ir ſhall 
go well with them that liye by faith, 


